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cans of St. Catherine at Liibeck. By a skilful couf
de main Waldemar had indeed made himself mastei
of Gothland, then under Swedish suzerainty, and oi
the wealthy city of Wisby. His aim had been booty,
and he had it in rich measure in the shape of gold, of
fur, and silver vessels.

Legend tells that the year previous to the attack
Waldemar had visited Gothland disguised as a mer-
chant, securing the love of a goldsmith's daughter,
whose father held an influential position in Wisby, and
who, in her loving trustfulness revealed to him the
strength and weakness of the Island and town, thus
helping him to secure the spot that was rightly
regarded as the key to the three northern realms.

The inhabitants, unprepared, unarmed, had been
unable to offer much resistance. It was a terribly
bloody fight this that raged outside the walls of
Wisby ; the site of it is marked to this clay by a
cross erected on the spot where 1,800 Gothlanders
fell.

" Before the gates of Wisby the Goths fell under
the hands of the Danes," * runs the inscription.

As was the custom among the conquerors of olden
days, Waldemar, it is related, entered the city, not by
means of the gates that had been forcibly surrendered
to him, but by a breach he specially had made for
this purpose in the town walls. The gap too is shown
to this hour.

When  he had  plundered   to his  heart's   content,
aided in his finding of the treasure by his lady love,
after he had added to his titles of King of the Danes
* "Ante portas Wisby In manibus Danorum ceciderunt Gutcnscs."